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Objectives of the Report:

OBJECTIVE 1 – Describe the existing Russian rail transport infrastructure in the Barents Region 

OBJECTIVE 2 – Provide an overview of the existing rail transport development plans in Russia and the Barents Region         

countries as indicated in official sources of information, and draw preliminary conclusions on impact of the

projects on the transport situation in the Barents Region
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Section 1 

Current Situation
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Information Sources

By Type

By Level

By Institution

Information sources:

Inquiries Public sources

Data from the governments 

of constituent entities 

of the Russian Federation

Russian regions being part of the Barents 

Region, and constituent entities having  

high investment attractiveness

Data from the territorial 

agencies of federal authorities 

and federal services 

of the Russian Federation

The data applies to the group of 

regions on a territorial basis

Data from the central bodies 

of federal authorities 

and federal services 

of the Russian Federation

The data applies to the entire 

territory of Russia

Data from 

private companies

JSC Russian Railways

Transport 

authorities

Rail transport authorities 

and their agencies

Russian border crossing 

points development 

authorities

Customs 

authorities

State Border 

Service 

departments

Statistics 

Service 

departments

Economic 

development 

agencies
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General Data on the Russian Railway Infrastructure
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Railway transport

Public railways

(trunk, external)

Industrial railways

(not for public use, located within industrial sites, private)

Ensure economic links between goods manufacturers and consumers,

and passenger transportations

Serve particular industries (movement of goods within the process site,

delivery of raw materials, fuel and other goods from the trunk line,

shipment of finished goods and empty cars to the trunk line)

Over 80% of goods transported by public railways are shipped

from/arrive to industrial railways

71% 29%

Public railways in Russia – 87 thousand km  

(as of the end 2020)

Industrial railways in Russia – 35 thousand km 

(as of the end 2020)
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Railway Infrastructure Characteristics

6
https://rosstat.gov.ru/

https://cargo-report.info
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New Railways Built, km

https://rosstat.gov.ru/
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Railway Stations Operating Volume by Commodity and Transportation Type

Arkhangelsk Region 
(excl. Nenets Autonomous District)

Murmansk Region Komi Republic Republic of Karelia

Freight dispatch and 
arrival:

timber

minerals and 
construction 
materials

Commodity:

ores

hard coal

fertilizers

oil

Diagram diameter is proportional to the freight volume

domestic

export

import

25

18

16

25
total by 
commodity, 
million tons 

16

14

6

4

5

https://cargo-report.info
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timber

agricultural products 

ferrous metals

fertilizers

salt, sulphur, minerals and construction materials

pulp and paper industry products

machines and equipment

Development Potential of Railway Transportation, million tons

Commodity groups that have the potential to 
increase the containerization level:

Export, million  tons  

0.1 (1%)

0.1 (1%)

1 (5%)

2 (6%)

0.2 (1%)

0.2  (0.3%)

10 (23%)

 0,0 10 000,0 20 000,0 30 000,0 40 000,0 50 000,0 60 000,0

Total from the RF:

40

34

15

7

2

export to the Barents Region countries import from the Barents Region countries

% - export to the Barents Region 
countries as a share of total Russian 
freight export

Import, million  tons  

0.1 (2%)

1 (32%)

1 (7%)

0.1 (7%)

0.1 (2%)

0.05 (0,04%)

0.01 (1%)

 0,0 10 000,0 20 000,0 30 000,0 40 000,0 50 000,0 60 000,0

Total to the RF:

5

0.2

20

2

8

% - import from the Barents Region 
countries as a share of total Russian 
freight import

57

43

14

1

http://stat.customs.gov.ru/
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Border crossing point
on the RF territory 

Region
Bordering 

state
Bordering 

crossing point

Buslovskaya
Leningrad Region

Finland

Vainikkala

Svetogorsk Imatra

Värtsilä Republic of Karelia Niirala

Lyttä Vartius

Share of the border crossing 
point by the number of 

individuals allowed through, % 

72

28

Share of the border crossing 
point by the number of trucks 

allowed through, % 

Share of the border crossing point 
by the number of passenger 
vehicles allowed through, % 

72

28

74

26

Share of the border crossing 
point by the number of 

individuals allowed through, % 

Share of the border crossing point 
by the number of freight trains 

allowed through, % 

Actual annual capacity of the border crossing points on the Russian Federation border, 2021

63

37

72

28

Border crossing point 
on the RF territory 

Region
Bordering 

state
Bordering 

crossing point

Brusnichnoye

Leningrad Region

Finland

Nuijamaa

Svetogorsk Imatra

Torfyanovka Vaalimaa

Värtsilä

Republic of Karelia 

Niirala

Inari Inari

Lyttä Vartius

Suoperä Kuusamo

Syväoro Parikkala

Salla
Murmansk Region

Kelloselkya

Lotta Raja-Jooseppi

Borisoglebsk Norway Storskog

Automobile border crossing points

Railway border crossing points

*72 - total share of border 
crossing points by regions

FGKU Rosgranstroy St. 
Petersburg Branch
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Section 2 

Future Development

11
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Analysis of Policy Documents

The number of documents used to select  
railway infrastructure development projects 8

Selected projects to create the scheme 219

The number of Russian regions expected 
to develop railway infrastructure in their 
territory 

67

The number of projects implemented in the 
Barents Region 12

Main Policy Documents

▪ Land-use planning scheme of the Russian Federation in the field of federal transport (railway, air, 

sea, inland water transport) and federal highways

▪ Transport Strategy of the Russian Federation to 2030 with the forecast for the period to 2035

▪ Long-term Development Programme of JSC Russian Railways to 2025

▪ Development Strategy of the Russian Arctic Zone and Provision of National Security for the 

period to 2035

▪ National Programme of the Russian Federation “Development of the Transport System”

▪ Integrated plan of the trunk infrastructure modernisation and expansion for the period to 2024, 

including the federal projects identification summaries:

- Railway transport and transit

- Communications between centres of economic growth

Types of work to be performed

▪ Construction, reconstruction, capacity increase, modernisation, electrification of railway tracks  

▪ Construction and reconstruction of railway stations
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Russian Railways Network Development Projects



14

Russian Railways Network Development Projects. North-West Region

Planned sea 
port INDIGA

1

2

3

4 5

6
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Development of Border Crossing Points

2021 2022 2023 2024 till 2027

FINLAND

Salla

Kelloselkya

Murmansk Region

Torfyanovka Buslovskaya Svetogorsk Syväoro Värtsilä Lyttä Inari Suoperä

Leningrad Region Republic of Karelia

Vaalimaa Vainikkala Imatra Parikkala Niirala Vartius Inari KuusamoNuijamaa

Brusnichnoye Lotta

Raja-Jooseppi

Borisoglebsk

Storskog

N
O

R
W

A
Y

RUSSIA

FGKU Rosgranstroy, The Finnish Transport Infrastructure Agency
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