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East and North Finland (ENF)

• Nature, the refining of natural resources, and strong technological 
expertise have created the foundation for economic development 
in East and North Finland (ENF). Complimentary competences such 
as digital expertise support the traditional industries and are also 
growing business sectors themselves

• The area as a whole is one of EU´s Northern Sparsely Populated 
Areas with population of 1,27 million inhabitants covering a 
surface area of over 235 450 km2. Abundant natural resources and 
top-notch expertise are the foundation for growth in the East and 
North Finland region.
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Some Interesting Facts About Kainuu



Welcome to Kainuu!

A unique Arctic Lakeland 
destination where you can 
experience both the 
southern and northern 
landscapes of Finland – 
large lakes and rocky 
hillsides can be seen 
during one trip. Arctic 
Lakeland is located in the 
northernmost part of 
Lakeland Finland, the 
largest lake district in 
Europe.



Key Industries in Kainuu

Tourism

A year-round destination 
with four distinctive 

seasons.

A wide range of culture, 
sports, nature and much 

more.

Kainuu tourism industry is 
3rd biggest of Finnish 

regions.

Technology 
Industry

ICT, electrical appliances 
and electronic devices.

Vehicles and machinery 
and equipment, metals.

Super-computing, data 
center ecosystem, gaming 

industry.

Bio-Economy

Wood construction

Local energy

Locally sourced food

Sustainable Mining 
and Chemical 

Industry

Terrafame

Elementis Minerals

Sotkamo Silver

Juuan dolomiittikalkki



Kainuu Smart 
Specialisation 
Strategy 2021 -
2027



BERRY+: smart specialisation partnership for industrial 
modernisation. Coordinated by the Regional Council of 
Kainuu; approved by EC Joint Research Centre 2020.

Objective 1: Strengthen circular economy through value chains 
innovations and SDG improvement related to partner 
regions’ RIS3. Value-chains are science & innovation based, 
i.e. towards development or scaling up of existing markets.

Objective 2: Value chain governance as an innovation system 
and policy instrument

- five value chains in circular bio-economy: anti-
aging & regenerative cosmetics, dairy industry 
side-streams, forest industry side-streams, 
functional ingredients of natural resources, 
recyclable and renewable textiles. 

Profile is to develop regional economies and research 
through value-chain based collaboration and circular bio-
economy specialisation.
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https://kainuunliitto.fi/en
https://www.kainuu.fi/en
https://arcticlakeland.com/en

https://www.linkedin.com/company
/kainuunliitto

More About Kainuu Contact Information
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