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Bioeconomy: Leveraging nature’s 
power for a sustainable future!



The EU’s understanding 
of the Bioeconomy

All sectors and associated services and 

investments that produce, use, process, 

distribute or consume biological resources 

(animals, plants, micro-organisms, including 

organic waste), including ecosystem services.

The EU Bioeconomy Strategy takes a holistic 
approach focusing on all three dimensions of 
sustainability.

It addresses five different objectives.

Cross-sectoral policy framework.

Strategic view on trade-offs (e.g. scarce biomass), 

co-benefits (e.g. for biodiversity)



EU Bioeconomy Strategy timeline

2012 2018

Updated Bioeconomy 

Strategy

Towards a 

green and just

transition

First Bioeconomy 

Strategy

oEfficient 

use of 

renewable

resources

oFocus on 

R&I

+Substitution of 

harmful products

+Regional 

development

+Understanding 

ecological limits

2022

Bioeconomy 

Progress Report

2023

“On the opportunities of the bioeconomy in the light of 

current challenges with special emphasis on rural areas”

(AgriFish Council 25/4/2023)

• EMPHASISES the central role of a sustainable and circular 

bioeconomy for climate, environment + achieving the objectives of 

the EGD and its strategies.

• Calls on the EC to better integrate bioeconomy in all EU 

policies

• Calls on the EC to present before the next strategic period […] an 

updated EU Bioeconomy Strategy and Action Plan 

• Bioeconomy contributes to the  

European Green Deal which 

enables sustainable and just 

transition pathways

• Mainstreaming and up-scaling 

of sustainable bioeconomy ever 

more important in view of the 

current food and energy price 

crisis

End 2025

Update of 

the EU 

Bioeconomy 

Strategy

2024

Building the future with nature: Boosting 

Biotechnology and Biomanufacturing in the EU 

Action 8. The Commission will review the EU 

Bioeconomy Strategy by end 2025. The review will 

take into account 

• the current societal, demographic and 

environmental challenges, 

• reinforcing the bioeconomy's industrial dimension

• its links to biotechnology and biomanufacturing to 

contribute to a stronger EU economy

Council Conclusion Communication on Biotechnology 

and Biomanufacturing

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/edace3e3-e189-11e8-b690-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-149755478
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1f0d8515-8dc0-4435-ba53-9570e47dbd51
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/ae0a36d3-eac3-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/ae0a36d3-eac3-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8194-2023-INIT/en/pdf
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/biotechnology_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/biotechnology_en


Status of national bioeconomy policies
- EU, end 2023

5

• 11 MS with national dedicated bioeconomy strategies 

• 28 EU regions have dedicated strategy

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/visualisation/bioeconomy-different-countries_en#ep_natstrat


The updated EU Bioeconomy 
Strategy (2018) – Action Plan

• Three priorities: 

• Strengthening and scale-up the 

biobased sectors

• Deploy local bioeconomies across 

Europe

• Understand the ecological 

boundaries / protect the biosphere

• A set of 14 well-defined actions



Regional Innovation Valleys for 

Bioeconomy and Food Systems 



New European Innovation Agenda (NEIA): five 
flagships & the Regional Innovation Valleys (RIVs)

Accelerating and 

strengthening innovation in 

European Innovation 

Ecosystems across the EU 

and addressing the 

innovation divide

Funding for deep tech scale-

ups

Improving policy making

tools

Fostering, attracting and 

retaining deep tech talent

Enabling deep tech innovation 

through experimentation spaces and 

public procurement



Regional Innovation Valleys framework

regions at 

different 

levels of 

development

development 

and deployment 

of innovation

deep tech 

innovation



RIV’s challenges



Fostering connected regional 

innovation valleys across the EU 

Build on Smart Specialisation Strategies

Enhance the directionality of regional 

R&I investment and policies

I3 EIE

New European Innovation Agenda – Flagship 3



Concept Note on Regional Innovation Valleys 
for Bioeconomy and Food Systems

● Supporting NEIA Communication & RIV concept

● Non biding thematic use case based on the 

Bioeconomy principles

“Regional Innovation Valleys for Bioeconomy and Food Systems” launch 

event - European Commission (europa.eu)

81ac9157-a017-4e6d-afd8-584132f2d2b6_en (europa.eu)

Concept Note here:

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/regional-innovation-valleys-bioeconomy-and-food-systems-launch-event-2023-08-21_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/regional-innovation-valleys-bioeconomy-and-food-systems-launch-event-2023-08-21_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/81ac9157-a017-4e6d-afd8-584132f2d2b6_en?filename=ec_rtd_riv-bioeconomy-concept-note.pdf


The Regional Innovation Valleys Initiative

151



First Statistics Results of EIE call

5 projects, 

with 80 participants from 15 

MS and 4 ACs asked for 54 

mln cofund (50% funding rate)



Regional Innovation Valleys: next steps

• Launch of EIE and I3 projects

• Activities linked to the RIVs newly established network: events, 

communication actions and community support (linked to S3 CoP).

• New WP 2025 call(s)



Thank you! 

New European Innovation Agenda roadmap (europa.eu)

Interregional Innovation Investments (I3) Instrument

European Innovation Ecosystems (europa.eu)

Inforegio - S3 Community of Practice

“Regional Innovation Valleys for Bioeconomy and Food Systems” 

launch event - European Commission (europa.eu)

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/support-policy-making/shaping-eu-research-and-innovation-policy/new-european-innovation-agenda/new-european-innovation-agenda-roadmap_en
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/interregional-innovation-investments-i3-instrument_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/european-innovation-ecosystems_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/communities-and-networks/s3-community-of-practice/community_of_practice_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/regional-innovation-valleys-bioeconomy-and-food-systems-launch-event-2023-08-21_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/regional-innovation-valleys-bioeconomy-and-food-systems-launch-event-2023-08-21_en
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